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Legal Disclaimer
This presentation is meant to provide an overview to EPA inspectors, 
owners and operators of facilities of regulated, and the general public on 
the implementation of the Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure 
(SPCC) rule (40 CFR Part 112). This presentation seeks to promote 
nationally-consistent implementation of the SPCC rule.  The statutory 
provisions and EPA regulations described in this presentation contain 
legally binding requirements. This presentation does not substitute for 
those provisions or regulations, nor is it a regulation itself. In the event of 
a conf lict between the discussion in this presentation and any statute or 
regulation, this presentation is not controlling. This presentation does not 
impose legally binding requirements on EPA or the regulated community, 
and might not apply to a particular situation based upon the 
circumstances. The word “should” as used in this presentation is intended 
solely to recommend or suggest an action, and is not intended to be viewed 
as controlling. Examples in this presentation are provided as suggestions 
and illustrations only. While this presentation indicates possible 
approaches to assure effective implementation of the applicable statute 
and regulations, EPA retains the discretion to adopt approaches on a case -
by-case basis that differ from this presentation where appropriate. Any 
decisions regarding compliance at a particular facility will be made based 
on the application of the statute and regulations. References or links to 
information cited throughout this presentation are subject to change. Rule 
provisions and internet addresses provided in this guidance are current as 
of September 2024. This presentation may be revised periodically without 
public notice.



Regional Overview of the 
Inspection Process



How do we Obtain Inspection Targets?



Triggering Events Initiating 
Inspections



Referrals  (Tribal, State or Local)



Oil Discharges or Spills (NRC Reports)



Multi-Media Inspections



Facility Incident



Targeted Outreach with Compliance 
Monitoring



 Yep…you have won the inspection lottery

Routine Compliance Monitoring 

And  your friendly EPA inspector shows up at your door…



Inspection Process



Roles of the Inspector

 Official Agency representative

 Fact finder

 Technical authority

 Enforcement case developer (in some cases)

 Enforcement presence

 Technical educator



General Categories of Inspections

 Routine compliance (part of planned inspection 
program)

 “For cause” in response to suspected spill or violation

 Case development support or follow-up

 Multi-media and technical assistance



 Unannounced Inspections
 Knock Knock!  Who’s there?  EPA.  EPA Who?
 EPA Inspectors are authorized to enter any facility 

during normal business hours
 Legal basis for entry under 40 CFR part 112 is Clean 

Water Act (Sections 308 and 311[m])
 May be longer due to onsite Plan review

 Announced Inspections
 May request of SPCC Plan in advance 
 Facilitates coordination and cooperation  
 Allows for applicable records to be available for review at 

time of inspection

Inspection Notice Types



 Opening conference

 Discussion of facility operations and site specific SPCC 
elements

 Use of detailed SPCC checklist

 Review of Plan onsite

 Records review

 Facility walk-through

 Closing conference

 Follow-up 

 In certain cases, enforcement

What to expect during a SPCC Inspection 

Overview



Sample Inspection Checklist
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Bulk Checklist_12-10-12_v3.pdf


Sample Inspection Checklist
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Sample Inspection Checklist
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Sample Inspection Checklist
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Closing Conference 
 Fill in information gaps 

 Answer questions

 Prepare documentation
 Checklists and/or inspection report

 EPA is not required to leave the checklist

 The EPA inspector does not typically provide Agency 
compliance determinations in the field

 EPA inspector may identify potential deficiencies in 
the field

 EPA inspector may provide compliance assistance as 
allowed by EPA policy
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7

10/01/13 Inspector Jack Inspector Jack
13

Inspector Jane

Hill Top 123 Crown Lane, Hilltop, KS Bulk Storage

555-555-5555 555-555-5555hilltop@email.com

30

30
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Hill Top/123 Crown Lane, Hilltop, KS xx/xx/xx

Inspector Jack 10/01/13 xxxxxxx

X

X

X



 SPCC reporting on compliance monitoring observations
 Facility found in compliance 

 Follow up and case closure

 Facility found to out of compliance
 Facility provided notice

 Issuance of post inspection letter
 Notice of Deficiencies
 Notice of Violations

 Expedited Settlement Agreements
 EPA Orders under FWPCA 311c and 311 e
 Enforcement Actions (covered later in detail)

 Class I and Class II penalty actions
 DOJ referrals

 Compliance  Action Enforcement/follow up
 Case Closure

Post Inspection



 Operator proves compliance

  -Plan Amendments

  -Photo documentation showing corrections

  -Case is closed.

Case Closure



Typical Compliance Issues

From Around the Ten EPA 
Regions

Findings 
from the 

Field



Inspection Trends



Where are we inspecting?

• High Risk facilities

– Refineries, terminals, and bulk oil storage

• Production operations on and offshore

• Animal Fat and Vegetable Oil (AFVO) 

facilities

• Alternative fuels facilities (Biodiesel)

• Facilities that have discharged oil into 

waters of the US



Common SPCC Plan Violations

• Inadequate cross reference

• Inadequate facility diagrams 
(facility and diagram don’t match, missing 

piping and loading areas)

• Plans not addressing spill trajectory 

requirement

• Inadequate discharge notification form 
(quantity of discharged to water and media 

impacted)

• Missing 112.7(a) elements (the mini response 

plan)



Other Common SPCC Plan Violations 

(cont.)

• Inadequate contingency plan (40 CFR Part 109)

• Lack of contingency plan when required

• Notification section incomplete (or dated)

• Inadequate flowline maintenance program (production 

only)

• Generic/non-specific information

• Plan just repeats the rule requirements and not specific to 

implementation at the facility 

• Missing information (leads to questions) 

• Still seeing PE plans using the pre 2002 rule format

• No Plan!



Common Implementation Violations

• No secondary containment for the loading rack 

or loading area

• Inadequate or inappropriate pipe support

• Tank overfill protection not present, not 

functional or not inspected

• No inspection records

• No integrity testing program or schedule for 

implementation

• Improper application of visual only inspection 

regime



Common Implementation Violations
• Active containment methods cannot be 

implemented as described in Plan

• Double walled tank non-compliance issues 

including not inspecting interstice

• Actual drainage at the facility does not support 

the containment strategies in the Plan

• Post certification modifications, alterations or 

construction impacts implementation

• Containment and inspection of mobile portable 

container not implemented

• Using building for containment does not 

account for actual drainage conditions
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No containment for oil 
storage tanks Common 

Violation
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Grossly inadequate 
containment Common 

Violation



Don’t forget smaller containers



Failures in Secondary Containment



Failures in Secondary Containment



Containment
Design
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No sized containment for loading 
rack transfer areas Common 

Violation



Failure Analysis

 Where experience indicates reasonable potential for 
equipment failure

 Tank loading or unloading equipment

 Tank overflow, rupture, or leakage

 Any other equipment known to be a source of a 
discharge

 Predict for each type:

 Direction

 Rate of flow

 Total quantity of oil which could be discharged

§112.7(b)



 Facilities often fail to include discussion of oil-filled 
equipment under 112.7(k) in their plans. 

 Facilities often forget that they have generators, transformers, 
hydraulic equipment, heat-transfer equipment with oil storage 
greater than 55 gallons. 

Oil Filled Operational Equipment



 Facilities are still not putting 
together an integrity testing 
program required by 112.8(b)(6) or 
a schedule for implementation

 STI Categories need to be 
evaluated by the inspector

 Looking for implementation 
scheduled for formal integrity 
testing

 Are the required visual inspections 
being conducted and documented 

Integrity Testing Issues



Properly Addressing Mobile Refuelers 
Regulated Under the SPCC Program



Mobile Refuelers
 Mobile refueler being used as a stationary tank fails and was located 

upstream from a fish hatchery.  The spill impacted the nursery 
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No or inoperative overfill 
device or no transfer 
procedure
No inspection of device

Common 
Violation



Buried piping installed 
after August 16, 2002
NOT 
Protectively wrapped 
and cathodically 
protected; or
Satisfy the corrosion 
protection provisions for 
piping in 40 CFR parts 
280 or 281 (state 
program)



Gen-Set Bulk Fuel tanks are not Properly  
Addressed in SPCC Plan and no Sized 
Containment or Integrity Program

265151

http://www.defenselink.mil/multimedia/web_graphics/


Oil Leaking from Tanks



What is the Problem???

You tell me…

The Virtual Inspection 
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+ Properly closed tank
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GASOLINE
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Wooden twig 
used in the 
bottom of a 

tank



On a positive note
facilities are complying 
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Questions for Mark?
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